


Successes in 2004

Policy Working 
Group

�  e policy working 
group has begun meeting 
in preparation for the 
upcomingg legislative 
session. 

If you are interested 
in joining the policy 
working group, please 
contact Deborah 
Zysman at 432-9116 or 
dzysman@cancer.org

Tobacco-Free Hawai•i

CLEARING THE

F O R  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Saturday,
September 18
9 am - 4 pm
Cameron Center
Auditorium and
Conference Rooms
Wailuku, Hawai‘i

A FREE conference
on the health
hazards of
secondhand
smoke and
community-
based
solutions

Morning presentations by health experts
Dr. Mark Hanson, University of Hawai‘i  West O‘ahu –

“Biological Correlates of Tobacco Use”

Dr. Elizabeth Tam, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, John A. Burns School of Medicine –
“The Health Hazards of Secondhand Smoke”

Keynote Speaker Dr. Richard Sargent
of the Helena, Montana Heart Study
(featured on CBS Sunday Morning)

An enthusiastic health advocate, Dr. Sargent’s topic is: “The Rapid Reduction in Heart
Attacks Associated with a Smoke-free Ordinance in Helena, Montana.”

Afternoon skills-building workshops
Mikaella McGuinness and Gabe Yanagihara of King Kekaulike High School  

and Emberlyn Alcantara of Baldwin High School –
“How to Kick Butts: Tobacco Prevention Presentations for Elementary School Youth”

 
Nancy Sundberg of Stand Up Express! –

 “The Art of Life from the Inside Out - Creative Communications and Public Presentations"

Dr. Richard Sargent – “The Stay on Message Shuffle and Back on Message Pivot”

Maui County Council Member JoAnne Johnson –
“The Importance of Public Participation: How to Testify”

Great prizes and giveaways!

Lunch and morning and afternoon snacks provided

Reservations required
Please call the
Maui Tobacco-Free
Partnership at

573-6554

Kristen Bonilla, from the EAUR o�  ce, and 
Hye-Ryeon Lee, Professor at UH and Coali-
tion Board Member, accepted the award .

UH SMOKE-FREE POLICY IMPLEMENTATION 
WINS AWARD

�  e University of Hawai•i won the Koa Anvil 
Award for the public realtions campaign for the 
New Systemwide Smoking Policy Implementation 
at the University of Hawai•i, in the category 
called Institutional Program - Partnerships. � e 
PR campaign 
was led by the 
UH Community 
Partnership 
for Health and 
Fresh Air in 
collaboration with 
the UH O�  ce of 
External A� airs 
and University 
Relations 
(EAUR). 
Koa Anvil Awards are given out by the Public 
Relations Soceity of America Hawai•i Chapter to 
recognize excellent public relations programs in 
Hawai•i each year. � e entries were judged by the 
PRSA Washington Chapter this year. � e judges 
were very impressed with the thorough research 
conducted prior to the policy implementation as 
well as very systematic PR e� orts. SMOKE-FREE ATHENS 2004 OLYMPLICS - 

A SUCCESS 
Tobacco billboards and advertising on 
kiosks throughout Athens, Greece were 
barely present during the month of 
August due to a ban on tobacco promo-
tion during the Games. In addition, 
a smoke-free policy that was adopted 
by the Greek Olympic Organizers and 
supported by the International Olympic 
Committee, World Health Organiza-
tion and Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention was enforced in venues, 
according to attendees of the recent 
Olympic Games.

Since the Calgary Winter Games in 
1988, every Olympics has been smoke-
free. However, it is up to the organizers 
to adopt and support a policy. Due to the 
high prevalence of smoking in Greece, 
having the smoke-free policy intact at 
the venues, as well as the no-tobacco 
advertising ban during the Games, was a 
victory for anti-tobacco advocates.

LEGISLATIVE SUCCESS IN 2004 
BRING US TO 2005

We had a successful legislative session in 2004. We 
are now preparing to be even more successful in 
2005. Here is something you can do to help. We 
have prepared questions for you to ask legislators 
in community forums, debates, or if you happen 
to see them at the park. Please report back to Toni 
Symons at tsymons@cancer.org with the responses. 

€ Health care costs are on the rise. Tobacco-
related illnesses cost the state $91 million 
(portion covered by the state Medicaid 
program). Tobacco use is the number one 
most preventable cause of death and disability 
among our residents. Would you support 
a complete ban on smoking at the Capitol 
or workplaces statewide including bars and 
nightclubs as a means of addressing the state•s 
health care burden? If not, please explain why?

€ Would you oppose (or vote no on) spending 
the tobacco settlement (MSA) dollars for uses 
other than the tobacco prevention and health 
care progams?
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Upcoming Events

 
September 22 - O‘ahu Coali-
tion Meeting - 538-0797

September 18 - Maui Confer-
ence on Tobacco - 573-6554

September 20 - October 1 - 
Big Island Cessation Training - 
896-1670 or 938-6622

October 26 - Tobacco-Free 
Kaua‘i Meeting - 828-6462

NEW COORDINATOR ON O•AHU

Please welcome a new addition - Hastings & 
Pleadwell: A Communication Company is now 
“ lling the role of coordinator for the Oahu 
coalition. Principal Barbra Pleadwell and associates 
KC Gardner and Kayleen Pollichetti are managing 
the position. � e Oahu coalition is planning a 
meeting for Wednesday, September 22nd from 
2:30 to 4:30 pm at the American Heart Association 
o�  ces. If you are interested in joining the O•ahu 
Coalition or attending the meeting - please contact 
Barbara or KC at 538-0797.

FIRST CHRONIC DISEASE CONFERENCE IN 
EAST HAWAI•I A SUCCESS

�  e Hawai•i Island Tobacco-Free Partnership, East 
Hawai•i Unit held the “ rst ever Chronic Disease 
Conference in Hilo on August 19, 2004 at the 
Hilo Hawaiian Hotel. � e all day conference 
featured Dr. Kevin Kunz, Medical Director of Kona 
Addiction Services, who presented an overview 
of the history of tobacco, nicotine addiction, and 

options for treating tobacco addiction.

�  e Chronic Disease Conference highlighted six 
disease groups, with a panel of experts and a panel of 
champions in cancer, asthma, heart disease, diabetes, 
COPD/emphysema, and mental illness. � e panel 
of champions consisted of individuals with chronic 
conditions who shared their stories of survival. � e 
panel of experts was made up of professionals who 
care for people with chronic conditions.

Radio personality, •KatŽ from KWXX FM•s 
morning show hosted lunch-hour round table 
discussions and trivia questions with prizes. In 
addition, Various agency resources and a •Wall 
of ChampionsŽ were on display throughout the 
day of the conference. � e Wall of Champions 
showcased photos of people with chronic 
conditions and their stories.

�  e afternoon ended with a breakout session 
where participants had the opportunity to 
brainstorm and collaborate on what steps to 
take next in addressing tobacco dependence and 
control issues as well as coordinating resources in 
the community for those with chronic conditions. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION ON KAUA•I

Tobacco-Free Kaua•i held a Continuing Medi-
cal Education training on Aug. 13 for Kaua•i 
physicians to help urge them to integrate Brief 
Interventions into their o�  ce policies. National 
cessation expert Dr. Michael Fiore addressed the 
doctors in attendance and asked them to provide 
a tobacco-related question as part of their per-
manent record as the medical community moves 
toward computerizing all health records. One 
day earlier, he gave a presentation to another 35 
health-care providers on the same topic. Most of 
those attending had already been trained in the 
Brief Intervention method.

HAWAI•I ISLAND TOBACCO-FREE 
PARTNERSHIP BUILDING CAPACITY FOR 
CESSATION

Beginning on September 20 through October 
1st, the Hawai•i Island Tobacco-Free Partnership 
(East and West Hawai•i Units) will be hosting 
training sessions in brief intervention and 
cessation treatment specialist, as well as instructor 
certi“ cation classes from the University of 
Arizona. Mr. Zenén Salazar and Ms. Louise 
Strayer will be traveling between East and West 
Hawai•i, providing identical sessions for each 
side of the island. � is will be the “ rst time the 
University of Arizona Tobacco Education and 
Prevention Program will be conducting the 
Treatment Specialist Certi“ cation and Instructor 
Certi“ cation models in Hawai•i as well as an Open 
Session on Tobacco Cessation in Health Care 
Systems and Workplaces. For more information 
call Tracie at896-1670 or Chris at 938-6622

What•s Happening Around Hawai•i 

Earl DeMello, a 
Champion Panelist, 

tells his story of 
having a heart 

attack at age 32 and 
two heart bypass 

surgeries due to his 
smoking. He now 

lives a tobacco-free 
lifestyle, eats healthy 
and jogs everyday.

Geri Kalani is a 
lung cancer suvivor, 

celebrated her 
birthday by being a 
Champion Panelist, 
and it was also the 
21st anniversary of 
the day she had her 
right lung removed 
due to her smoking 
caused lung cancer. 



Tobacco-Free Hawai•i

245 N. Kukui Street
Suite 201 
Honolulu, HI 96813
Tel: 808-432-9117 
Fax: 808-524-9072

To Submit Information for the Newsletter:

Contact:
Beth Kuch
Communications Coordinator
808-432-9140
bkuch@cancer.org
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To Join the Mailing List for the Newsletter:

Contact:
Diane Lobre
Program Assistant
808-432-9117
dlobre@cancer.org

Coalition Sta� 

Deborah Zysman, MPH
Director

Beth Kuch
Communications Coordinator

Toni Ann Symons
Grass Roots Advocacy 
Coordinator

Diane Lobre 
Program Assistant

Funded in part by the 
Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation

Thursday, October 7, 2004

Lunch
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Hyatt Regency Waikiki, Mauka Ballroom 
(located in the parking structure building)

2424 Kalakaua Avenue

Cost: $15.00 

Speaker: Mike Moore
Former Mississippi Attorney General 

Speaker: Grant Woods
Former Arizona Attorney General 

Year in Review

Awards

Governing Board Elections

Annual Meeting - Coalition for a Tobacco Free Hawai•i

Things are changing 
at the Coalition, like 
day turns to night. 

Yet many things will 
remain the same - 
such as the day. 

Come to the Annual 
Meeting and see for 
yourself the new and 
exciting days ahead 

for the Coalition. 

RSVP by Friday, October 1 to Diane at 
432-9117 or by email at dlobre@cancer.org


