Honolulu Star-Advertiser - Honolulu Star-Advertiser - 15 Nov 2011 - Pag...

1ofl

FEATURES EDITOR
Christie Wilson
cwiison@staradvertiser.com | 528-4778
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ting in the lumdry room of

Tver public bousing complexa
few years ago when she.and some
Irlends saw babies in diapers walk-

E ILAINE WATAI remembers sit-

ing around, unattended, pleking des-

carded cigarette filters of{ the
growsntl and chewlng on them,

=0, my God, how gross,” |
thought,” Watal said, = How awful.™

Watal has lived in Jack Hall Me-
maorlal Housing In Kallua, Kona,
since 1986 when her husband took
a postaetirement job as the prop-
erty's resident manager. She took
over his job when he died two
vears ago and became acutely
aware of how prevalent smoking is
al the housing complex.

Vet there are no containers for
smokers to dispose of their butts,
nor are these designaterd areas for
smoking. Occasionally she leads
group cleanups with youths, bul
leels stronger action Is necded.

Watal wants “no smoking” slgns
posted. “We're hoping to find out
from here where our next step can
he,” she sald. “That's all we can do
Hor mow™

Five years ago Hawaii became
the 14th state in the nation to ban
smoking in and around businesses
and public places, including within
20 feet of entrances and exils, open
windows and airdntake vents.

The law does not cover smoking
i the homme, and pulbilic housing is
exempl from rules restricting smok-
Ing on government-owned property,

But as the health dangers of sec-
ondhand smoke have become well
documented and widely publi-
cized, more people living In close
quarters 1o smoking neighbors
across the nation are complalnlig
and In some cases filing lawsuits
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“When you have a building that
allows smoke. you're dissuacing
preiple whe don't ke smoke from
entering your bullding,” sald Serena
Chen, regional policy advocacy di-
rector for the assockitlon,

Chen was [nvited by the Coalition
for a Tobacco-Free Hawal'l to speak
last month to assocation board
members, property owners and
others interested in changlng thedr
condominiums or apartments o
smokedree bulkdings.

Al this point the coalition is not
pushing leglslation lor a statewlde
ban on smoking in multunit
dwellings, bt Instead s workimg Lo
make it happen one bullding at a
time, saiel Executive Director Debo-
rah Zysman.

“(We're) trving to work instead
on getting a lew places to go
sanokefree and transition it in that
way,” she said “We're not against
smokers; we're just Lrying to figure
ot how Lo not have people ex-
posed to the smoke.”

Lysman said the coalition knows
of it least 10 condominiums or
apartment buildings in the state
that prohibit smoking on lanais,
within units or both.

“Irs probably not an exhaustive
list,” she sald, “but there is de-
mand” for smokedree housing,

MARILYN GAGEN'S 10amit build-
g at 2131 Fern St near the Me-
Cully Shopping Center was just
added to the list.

Residents have been prohibited
[rom smaoking in thelr units for as
long as Gagen can remember, but
she's recently taken it a step further
by barmdng smoking on lanaks and
In common areas.

“Talked Lo some of the tepants
in the building who were smokers,
and they were fine with it,” she
salbd, "especially the ones with

agalnst offending smekers and small children.”
Property OwWiwTs. Gagen, who is abso a coalition
e member, offered a sixmonth

THE COALTTION for a Tobaceo- grace period to get smokers used Lo

Free Hawal'i ks boosting its eiforts the iede or 1o find other accommo-

Lo increase the pumber of smoke- datbons, she sald.

free housing options because so Hawall and lederal laws do not

many people here live in condo- prevent landlonds from banning

miniums and aj Accord- ki e Indlivichual units. nor

ing Lo 2011 Census data, mubkti-aunit
hiewesting comprises more than #
percent of all housing units in
Hawadl (46 percent on Cabu),
Smokers are in the minority in
the ishes: a 2000 Hawaidi Department
of Health survey indicated that 145

marnant of vacldants srmeba An il

o they requine \athering” in

Great American Smokeout
events planned statewide

The Arerican Cancer Socivty’s 36 annual Greal
American Smokeout is Thursday. Here s a list of events
sakerg plece Nrowglowt Hawali and the momber for the
Hevaft Tobaceo Quitlime

OAHU

= Health fakr, H30 am. to 130 pan., University of
Hawadi-Manoa's Campus Center Mall, 2465 Campus
Road, offering | games, displays, g
and prizes. The fair's theme is “Clean Air, Clean
“Alna.” The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai'i, UH
School of Dental Hyglene, Walkiki Health Center,
Hawail Bone Marrow Danor Registry and Blood Bank
ol Hawali will be on hand, with muske provided by
K&JHL Contact Lisa Kehl or Kristen Scholly, 956-
B0,

Maul
= The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Maul'’s Great
American Smokeout event, 9 am. (o 1230 p.m., Maui
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Coalition urges condos and apartment buildings to go smoke-free iy
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“When you have a
building that allows
smoke, you're
dissuading people who
don't like smoke from
entering your

Maill In Kahuhal, with food,
fum. Winners of the “Smoke-Free Cars « Healthy Kids
& Ohana™ art contest will be recognized. Contact
Sonya Niess, 575-T602 or
sonyafitobaccolreehawall.ong.

HAWAII ISLAND

== West Hawail Tobacco-Free Coalition exhibit
tabibe at free Luncheon and Community Fair, 10 a.m,
102 pum. Ol Kona Alrport. Makaeo Pavilion.
s sponsored by HOPE Services Hawali Inc., Family
Support Hawall and Community Allance Partners-
Hawail County. Contact Josephine Iharra, $336041 or
jibarra@hopeserviceshawail.ong.

== Turkey Trot/Great American Smokeout, 11:30
an. to noon. Wakakea Intermediate School, hosted
by American Cancer Society-East Hawail Branch. Stu-
dents can participate in a fun nn, games and To-
h.\;-mfi‘r& Me Pledge. Contact Vanessa Carlson,
817251,

Kaual

== Gireat Amerlean Smokeout “Holo Holo,” 8:30
am. to 12230 p.m., various Garden ksbe beach parks
inchuding Pire Tree Inn, Hanamaulu and Kapaa, dis-
tribution of quit kits and ondhe-spot cessation ad-
vice, sponsored by American Cancer Society,
Caoalition for a TebaccoFree Hawai'i, Kaisai Veterans
Clinie, Ho'ola Lahui, Contact Susan Oshiro-Taogoshi,
2460655

RESOURCES:
Hawaii Tobacco Quitlhine: S00OLIFNOW (free)
Fiuirk i s

current tenants who smoke.
“There's just no spectal protec-
tion for the act of smoking,” Chen
said.
In 2006 the LS. Surgeon General
determined there is no way to fully

snentlinba sasadbnnd s i

LTl

Facebook: www facebook.com/clearthesmoke
Thwitter: @elearthesmoke

Serena Chen

Regional policy advocacy direc
tor, Anwericar Ling Associalion
i California, on housing com-
plexes that aeceimmodate
simokers

“'Oh, my God, how

gross," | thought.
‘How awful.™

Elaine Watai

Resident at Juck Hall
Memorial Housing, on batwes
chewing on discarded
cigarette butts af her Konag
frowsing complex
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